
NEW LOUNT COLLIERY HERITAGE TRAIL

NEW LOUNT COLLIERY
Welcome to the New Lount  
Colliery Heritage Trail 

The Heritage Trail seeks to recreate 
some of the industrial heritage which 
this site represents; and some of the 
original features of the colliery have 
been exposed to give a sense of what 
New Lount Colliery was. There are 7 
interpretation boards throughout the site. 
You are invited to stroll around the site 
to see those old colliery features and 
browse the interpretation boards, which 
relate some of the history of the New 
Lount Colliery. Each of the interpretation 
boards deals with a specific aspect of 
the colliery; the boards can be taken in 
any order you choose. 

Since the colliery closed in 1968 nature 
has been reclaiming the site with a 
little help from ourselves. As you walk 
around the trail there are opportunities 
to observe how nature is carrying out 
its repossession, and where appropriate 
we will point these out. The experience 
of this trail can be both one of industrial 
heritage and also of our natural history 
heritage; here they co-exist, each one 
in its own way contributing to the other. 
We hope you enjoy the experience.

History
Coal has been mined in the Lount area since the 14th century 
and mining was well established from the early part of the 
17th century. Numerous collieries have been operated in the 
area since these times, the last being New Lount Colliery, 
which closed in 1968; bringing to an end over 600 years of 
mining history.

New Lount Colliery was opened in 1924 by the Leicestershire 
Colliery & Pipe Company Limited and whilst most of the 
previous mining activity had taken place to the north of the 
new colliery site, it is very likely that there had been some 
previous mining activity on the site. At the time preparations 
were being made to sink the shafts the area was agricultural 
land and was owned by Sir George Beaumont.

The colliery remained in the ownership of the Leicestershire 
Colliery & Pipe Company Limited until the nationalisation of 
the industry on 1st January 1947; although the colliery would 

have been controlled by the government during WW2.

The colliery continued to progress in the ownership of the 
National Coal Board until its closure on 26th July 1968, some 
44 years after it had been started. During these years the 
colliers at New Lount acquired a strong reputation for being 
“big hitters” and the colliery had earned the nickname “Clash”, 
signifying that it was non-stop activity, rush and noise!

Following the closure of the colliery in 1968 the site was 
partially cleared and then left derelict. Only small-scale 
excavations of the pit bank occurred up to 1986 and the site 
underwent natural regeneration. In 1986 the height of the pit 
bank was reduced from 50 metres to 34 metres and three 
wetland ponds were created near the top of the pit bank, to 
conserve plants threatened by the nearby open-cast operations.

In 1997 Leicestershire County Council acquired the site 
in order to develop it into a nature reserve. At this time a 

geotechnical assessment was carried out to confirm the 
stability of the pit bank. The air raid shelters and the  
weigh-bridge were filled and new access and rides, together 
with a car park were created. Conservation work started, 
including substantial areas of woodland planting, to develop 
this once industrial site into a thriving nature reserve. As 
you walk this heritage trail you will see firsthand evidence of 
the progress made in achieving a flourishing nature reserve, 
whilst also experiencing the industrial heritage which the site 
represents. The industrial heritage of the site continues to 
contribute significantly to the fascinating biodiversity of the 
site by creating habitats 
which are shaped 
by the former use 
of the land as an 
industrial colliery.
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26 July 1968 
New Lount 

Colliery closed.

1925 1929

March 1925 the colliery 
was officially open and 
in production.

May 1926 
Miners Strike.

1924 The Leicestershire 
Colliery & Pipe Company 
Limited leased 775 acres 
from the Beaumont estate.

1929 the colliery 
leased 695 acres from 
Earl Ferrers Estate. 

July 1930 Pit Head 
Baths opened by 
Frank Hodges.

1933 the 
Coleorton Colliery 
was purchased.

September 1939 WW2 
resulting in 6 years of 
Government control.

July 1946 
Coal Industry 
Nationalisation 
Act passed.

On 1st January 
1947 the colliery 
was nationalised.

1953 Surface Drift sunk 
from Coleorton Colliery.

1955 Surface Drift sunk at 
New Lount Colliery and all 
coal could be brought to the 
surface on a single conveyor.

1939 1953

March 1924 
sinking of 
the shafts 
began.

September 
1924 both 
shafts were 
complete.

Around 1930 
Frank Hodges took 
control of LC&PCL

Coleorton 
Parish Council

Worthington 
Parish Council
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Cutting the First Turf
Newspaper cutting from the Illustrated Leicester 

Chronicle on Saturday February 16th 1924. Lady 

Beaumont had been invited to cut the first turf to mark 

the beginning of work. The site was leased from Sir 

George Beaumont who was presented with a silver spade 

to commemorate the occasion. The article mentions that 

the colliery is expected to create employment for 1000 

people, which it exceeded for many years of its life.

Site Clearance 1924Photograph of G T Broughton & Sons “site facilities”; they 
had been contracted to clear the site and erect boundary 
fences. G T Broughton & Sons was based in The Green, 
Anstey, nearly a two hour cycle ride, which meant that most 
of the workforce remained on site in either sheds or tents for 
the duration of the contract. G T Broughton himself would 
go off on a horse and cart to purchase provisions probably 
from Ashby-de-la-Zouch. The fencing was cut on site using a 
steam driven sawing bench, which was powered by a mobile 
steam engine. G T Broughton & Sons of Anstey eventually 
closed in 2005.

Aerial View of New Lount CollieryThis aerial view of the colliery was taken circa 1930. The 
engine sheds, to the rear of the screens and at the bottom 
of the pit bank, are on the left side of the photograph; they were moved later on in the life of the colliery. The two shafts are to the right of the boiler house chimney, in 

the centre of the photograph. The spoil heap was soon to spread over the entire field to the right of cottages in the top left corner of the photograph, and the occupants 
of these cottages had to be re-housed.  (Photograph: courtesy of M Conibear) 

Sinking Shafts 1924Photograph of the early stages of shaft sinking.  The temporary 
wooden headstocks above the shaft can be seen on right hand  
side. The row of three boilers, probably “Cornish” boilers, is  inter-connected and would have powered the small winding engine 
immediately behind them. The large “bucket” inside the headstocks 
was known as a “Kibble” and was used to lower materials  (including men) down the shaft and for raising spoil from the shaft. 
The kibble would have been emptied into the tipping tub, to the 
right of the headstocks, and taken away to a nearby spoil heap.  
The boiler immediately in front of the headstocks is obviously  in a temporary position.
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New Lount CollieryPhotograph taken circa 1960, is a view across the site from the Melbourne Road end. It shows the two shafts and 
the size that the pit bank had grown to. The rail wagons 
in the centre of the photograph are empties and those on the raised incline were part of the new lorry loading facilities included in a 1934 reorganisation of the site. The 

size of the screening plant can be seen on the left of the 
photograph and the weighbridge station on the right.This weighbridge was used for weighing lorries in and out 
of the colliery and can be seen as part of the heritage trail.

Colliery heritage 
trail follow black 
arrow posts.


