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SURFACE ACTIVITIES
Overview

Approximately a quarter of the workforce worked above ground to support the mining 
activity underground. Whilst all of these departments were based above ground many 
of them will have carried out some of their work underground. As well as supporting 
the underground activities the surface workers were also focused on processing the 
coal ready for despatch and others were directly responsible for despatching the coal 
for sale.

The surface activities can be broken down into the following departments, although 
they may not have been specifically organised this way:-

• Management and Administration – such as General Office, Managers’ Offices

• General Services – such as Pit Head Baths & Canteen, Car Parking, Cycle Sheds, Toilets.

• Mining Services – such as Shaft Equipment, Lamp Cabin, Powder Magazine, Stores

• Engineering Services – such as Electricians, Fitters, Carpenters, Welding.

• Coal Processing – such as Washery, Blending Bunkers and Screens

• Rail Services – such as Loco Shed, Rail Stockyard, Rail Weighbridge & Despatch

• Lorry Services – such as Garage, Petroleum Store, Lorry Weighbridge & Despatch
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Colliery heritage 
trail follow black 
arrow posts.

The open area behind you 

is the rail stockyard and we 

have exposed a small area of 

rail tracks in this area. You 

are welcome to walk across 

to view this area.

A Plan of The Surface Buildings identifies the following buildings:-

Coleorton 
Parish Council

Worthington 
Parish Council

Pit Heads 
(Nos. 1 & 2)

Referred to as “Number 1” “The Downcast” 
and “Number 2” “The Upcast”, each pit 
top had headgear over the main shafts and 
the associated winding house was located 
beside the pit top. The cages were wound 
up and down the shafts on a very regular 
basis throughout a working shift to move 
items into the pit and to raise everything 
out of the pit. 

The winding engines were steam driven with the lifting cable wound  
around large diameter drums. Each winding engine would have been  
operated a by a winding operator. The two winding engines that were 
initially installed were modified over the life of the colliery and number 2  
engine was replaced in 1934 with an engine that had been  
salvaged from a colliery near Darlington. The boiler house  
was also close by to the pit heads and generated the  
steam required for the two winding engines.

The Lamp Cabin was also situated close to the pit heads  
and this is where the miners would have collected their  
helmet lamps before going to the pit tops. On leaving the  
pit they would return their lamps for charging, ready  
for their next shift.

Photograph  
from inside 
No1 Winding House.

Coal Processing (Nos. 34 & 35)
Coal being brought to the surface needed to be processed ready for sale. Coal was transferred from 
the tubs onto the screens which would take out unwanted materials and grade the coal according 
to size. If required the coal could also be washed in the Washery. In the early stages the screening 
plant could produce only six grades of coal. In 1930 additional screening and dry cleaning plant 
was installed which allowed the production of up to twenty grades.The graded coal was stored in 
bunkers ready to be loaded into rail wagons.

At the beginning of the 1960’s five 250 ton blending bunkers were installed at the front of the 
screens on the east side. These were used to mix the good and poor quality slacks to the required 
percentage for power stations use; Drakelow being one of the main customers.

Photograph of the 
Screens and the 
Washery from the 
spoil heap.

Engineering Services
The colliery employed a number of craftsmen to both maintain and 
in many cases build plant and equipment required both above and 
below ground. As the work underground became more mechanised so these departments grew 
to service the increased complexity of the plant. Both electricians and fitters would be required to 
work underground servicing and repairing the equipment to ensure production was continuous. 

Photograph of a group of 

engineering staff working on the 

lorry weighbridge 1952.

Stockyard
The colliery was  continually expanding and required large stocks of materials to allow new roadways 
and working coal faces to be moving forward. These stocks would generally be brought in by rail 
and unloaded in the large stockyard. A sawmill was located in one corner of the stockyard and was 
used to cut timber to the required lengths. Prepared materials were then loaded into tubs which 
would then be transferred to the shafts to be taken down and conveyed to the appropriate location. 
Materials were usually taken down number 2 shaft and conveyed down 
the tailgate roads to the coal faces. Items that were too large to fit into 
the tubs would be lowered down either in or beneath the shaft cage. 

Photograph of the  
Stock Yard clearly  
showing the tub 
tracks and some loaded tubs and sawmill in the forground.

Medical and  
Rescue Services

Medical and rescue services were vital in such a 
hazardous industry, and these services existed at 
the surface of all collieries. Miners may initially have 
been seen in the the first aid room and if necessary 
would be transferred by ambulance to hospital. A 
rescue room, located on the surface housed all the 
equipment necessary for any rescue incident.

The Main Surface Buildings
This aerial view illustrates how the main colliery  
buildings were laid out. In the bottom left hand 
corner is the Cycle Shed (27) with cars parked 
in front and just close by is the Garage (26). The 
long building in the centre is the Stores Building 
(30) with the Manager’s Garage on this side of it. 
The main Office Block is to the right with the Pit 
Head Buildings in the top centre. If you compare 
this photograph to the surface plan you will be 
able to make out the location of some of the other 
buildings. Note that many of the “open spaces” in 
this area of the colliery were well kept gardens.

Photograph believed to be a 
practice, but the ambulance is  
a NCB Area 7 vehicle.


