
NEW LOUNT COLLIERY HERITAGE TRAIL

COLLIERY TRANSPORT
Overview

Throughout most of  the colliery’s history it has 
produced in excess of 400,000 tonnes of coal per 
year and all of this coal has been despatched from 
site by either rail or road transport. The colliery also 
produced high quality stoneware clay, and this was in 
quantities around 5,000 to 10,000 tonnes per year, a 
small percentage of the total production. Most of the 
production was transported by rail and in 1924 about 
one mile of line was laid to connect the colliery with the 
Midland Railway’s Ashby-to-Derby Line. At the Midland 
Railway’s end a triangle arrangement was constructed 
with two sidings, one to hold empty wagons and the 
other to hold loaded wagons.

Road transport, which was refrred to as “Landsale 
Operations” allowed for the loading of lorries from full 
rail wagons, an operation which was carried out on site.
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This is “Lady Beaumont” approaching 

the rail weighbridge with the rail 

despatch office on the left. (1963)

Changeover from steam to diesel with 
“George Stephenson” on the left and the 
new Thomas Hill 4wDH diesel on the 
right (c. 1963)
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Overview of On-Site Operations
From the screens coal was initially loaded onto rail wagons. There were 6 
lines each of about 300 to 400 yards long, which converged at the west end 
into a single track for shunting empties and the other end into a single track 
that left the site with full wagons. This single line continued past Newbold 
School and through the old Coleorton Railway tunnel, where, it branched into 
two. The western branch originally had two sidings which were used to store 
empty wagons and the eastern branch had three sidings which were used to 
store filled wagons. Both these lines then connected onto the LMS Ashby to 
Derby line, thus creating a triangle of railway tracks. There was also a branch 
leading off the third siding which went into the Newbold Pipe Works, which 
was supplied with both clay and coal from New Lount Colliery.

Originally the despatch office, together with two 20 Ton weigh machines, 
was situated in the centre of the 6 on-site sidings close to where the two 
shafts were. The colliery initially produced only just six grades of coal, 
divided between house coal and steam coal suitable for power stations. The 
majority of this coal was despatched by rail and there appears to have been 
limited facilities to despatch coal by road through the early years. 

During 1930 further sidings were incorporated into the western, empties 
sidings of the triangle to service the Leicestershire Coal Distillation Co. Ltd. 
The coal was originally delivered from new Lount Colliery and there were very 
stringent rules imposed on the train drivers to prevent the shunting engine 
actually entering the site. The New Lount coal did however prove to be 
unsuitable for the process and coal was brought in from Bestwood Colliery. 
The distillation plant was however unsuccessful and was closed down before 
1939 with the sidings being used to accommodate more empty wagons.

This was significantly changed in 1934 when the old despatch facilities were 
demolished and new rail sidings laid in their location. A new rail despatch 
office and weighbridge was built outside the colliery site close to the entrance 
to the Newbold tunnel. On site, a new raised wagon ramp with storage 
shutes was constructed and a lorry yard with associated roadways, offices 
and a weighbridge was installed. This allowed for the storage of two dozen 
wagons and the overall layout facilitated a much more rapid loading and 
despatch of road transported coal.

Lorry Transport
There appears to have been limited facilities to 
despatch coal by road through the early years. In 
1934 a new raised wagon ramp with storage shutes 
was constructed and a lorry yard with associated 
roadways, offices and a weighbridge was installed. 
This allowed for the storage of two dozen wagons 
and the overall layout facilitated a much more rapid 
loading and despatch of road transported coal.

At the same time (1934) opencast operations were 
started on the Middle Lount Coal and the associated 
seam of clay, in what was later to be referred to as 
‘Dalls Farm Quarry’, a site about one mile south 
west of the main colliery. All of the output from this 
mining operation, both coal and clay was despatch 
by lorry, with most of the clay going to Newbold 
Pipe Works.

World  
War II

The Second World War brought significant changes  
to New Lount Colliery; coal was central to the war  
effort. It not only kept people warm but powered  
industry, railways and shipping, so there was a great deal  
of pressure from the government to increase output. There was one other 
very significant change which had a severe knock-on effect to rail transport, 
and that was the establishment of the Melbourne Military Railway. The Royal 
Engineers occupied part of the LMS Ashby to Derby line and used it as an 
additional training facility to train both British and foreign troops in the skills 
required to operate a railway. The Army’s operation of the line meant that 
the colliery could only use the line at the discretion of the Army, resulting 
in shortages of empty wagons, pit props, as well as delays in getting full 
wagons away from the colliery.

The graph shows colliery output for the period 1932 to 1968. Clay output 
is only shown up until 1946 although it did continue well into the 1950’s

You are standing in the area of the 

lorry weighbridge and road despatch 

office. You can also see in the trees 

behind you the wide trench in which 

the single rail track left the colliery 

crossing the Melbourne Road.

Shunting Engines
The first shunting engine to arrive (1924) was a new 
Hawthorn Leslie of Newcastle upon Tyne, OC 0-4-0 
ST 3580 Saddle Tank engine, which was originally 
names “Lount” but this was later changed to “George 
Stephenson”. In 1929 a second engine of the same 
class was delivered and was given the name “Lady 
Beaumont”, probably to reflect the ownership of the 
land and mineral rights leased by the colliery.

In 1938 the colliery took delivery of a third engine, a 
W G Bagnall OC 0-4-0ST Steam engine which was 
named ‘Jane’. This was apparently a second-hand 
engine bought from Exhall Colliery in Warwickshire. 
It is thought that just two engines were utilised at 
any one time with the third being serviced.

Following Vesting Day the colliery was incorporated 
into the NCB, East Midlands Division with very little 

significant changes in the initial period. The same 
three steam engines continued to carry out the train 
operations. The railway staff worked shifts from 7a.m. 
to 4.30p.m. with overtime as required. There were 
three drivers, two shunters and one fire-raiser/cleaner. 
There was also a fitter in charge of maintenance/repairs 
all of which was carried out on the colliery site.

1963 saw the introduction of diesel in place of 
steam. Lady Beaumont was withdrawn and replaced 
by a new Thomas Hill 4wDH diesel engine. In 1964 
a second Thomas Hill 4wDH diesel locomotive was 
purchased and the two remaining steam engines 
were withdrawn. All three of the steam engines were 
scrapped on the colliery site. The two new diesel 
locomotives were utilised up until the colliery’s 
closure in 1968.

Plan of the  
site showing  
the layout of  
the rail lines.

The lorry  
weighbridge is  
in the foreground  
with the Landsale Despatch Office on the right.

As well as this National Coal Board lorry other local haulage companies also were contracted to deliver coal from New Lount.

All of the rail wagons were 
owned by the colliery 
companies and this is one 
of the New Lount wagons 
manufactured by The Central Wagon Co. Ltd of Wigan.
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