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This board is located in front of the area 

where the pit head baths and canteen 

were. Nature has almost reclaimed the 

area but you may be able to see the 

concrete base of the building and some 

quarry tiles from the pit head baths.

An early photograph showing the “Hodges Houses” 

on the left of Ashby Road. If you look very carefully 

there is a street lamp in one of the gardens 
approximately half way down; this is one of the 

street lights also supplied by Frank Hodges.

Newspaper cutting from  
12th July 1930 for the official 
opening of the pit head baths.

Overview of Frank Hodges
Frank Hodges is without 
doubt the individual 
who has had the biggest 
influence on both New 
Lount Colliery and 
Newbold.  Born on 
30th April 1887 in the 
village of Woolaston in 
Gloucestershire; when 
Frank was just three 
years old his family 
were living at The 
Common, Wollaston 
where Thomas Hodges 
was recorded as a 
“highway labourer”; a 
working class family. 

When Frank was 7 
years old, the family moved to Abertillery, Monmouthshire, 
presumably so his father Thomas could find work in the 
Collieries. In 1901 the Hodges family were living at 19 
Mitre Street, Abertillery and Frank’s father had found work 
in the pits as a labourer underground. Frank, who was only 
13, together with his three older brothers, had also found 
work in the Powell Tillery Pits and all four worked as “coal 
hewers”. It was whilst young Frank was working at the pit 
that a mining official recognised Frank’s keen interest in 
reading and sponsored him to attend night school.

Frank became involved with the Methodist movement, 
apparently inspired by the Methodist preacher Evan 
Roberts, and by the age of sixteen he was preaching in the 

evenings. He found his religious beliefs were in sympathy 
with the plight of the coal-miners, and became a member of 
the Trade Union movement. At the same time his political 
views led him to become a member of the Independent 
Labour Party. Frank’s increasing involvement in the Trade 
Union movement led to him securing a scholarship to 
Ruskin College Oxford, where he spent two years from 
1909.

After his two years at Oxford Frank returned to the mines, 
and soon moved away from manual work to more intellectual 
work as a District Representative of The South Wales 
Miners’ Federation. After ten years Frank’s work with the 
Miners’ Federation was rewarded, when he was appointed 
the Permanent Secretary of The Miners’ Federation of Great 
Britain. This position required Frank to negotiate on behalf of 
the mining industry with the Government including the then 
Prime Minister Lloyd George. 

In 1923 Frank Hodges was elected as a Labour Member of 
Parliament for Lichfield. He was appointed to the position of 
Civil Lord of The Admiralty as part of Ramsey MacDonald’s 
first Labour Government. During his period as a Member 
of Parliament Frank Hodges was invited to the Rhondda to 
play at Ton Pentre Golf Club in a game with the then Duke 
of York before he became George VI. Frank was defeated 
by the Conservative candidate in 1924 and this ended his 
political career.

It is not totally clear exactly when Frank Hodges first 
became involved in Newbold, but once he did his influence 
was extremely significant. He was appointed managing 
director of the Leicestershire Colliery & Pipe Company 
Limited around 1933 and was soon appointed as Chairman 

of the company.  In this capacity he was able to influence 
the development of New Lount Colliery and this led to 
many of the other ventures that directly changed Newbold 
and its locality. Around 1934 Frank Hodges started building 
new houses in Newbold village, initially for his colliery 
managers and then for the colliery workers. Sometime after 
these houses were built, Frank Hodges supplied the village 
with street lighting, making Newbold one of the first villages 
to have electric street lighting.

In 1937 as a result of colliery improvements both the village 
and Newbold Pipe Works were supplied with mains water. 

Other companies that were established by Frank Hodges 
included Newbold Haulage Company, Newbold Pipe Co.  
Ltd, L&N Distillation Company and the Newbold Brick Co. 
Ltd, the chimney of which still stands as a landmark  
in the village. These and other changes influenced by  
Frank Hodges contributed to the growth and prosperity  
of the region. 

Powell Tillery Pit in 

Abertillery where 

Frank Hodges started 

work at age 12.

Frank Hodges. 

The showers  
at New Lount’s  

Pit Head Baths.

Pit Head Baths
Installed in 1929, they were the first in the Leicestershire coal field and cost £15,000. 
They provided facilities for over 1000 colliers, each of whom had two lockers – one for 
home clothes and one for pit clothes.  Initially the miners paid 1d a week for the baths, 
being given a tally which had to be handed over to the baths superintendent. (This 
charge was dropped when the NCB took over). The baths were operated by the Coal 
Industry Social Welfare Organisation (C.I.S.W.O.)

Water for the baths was pumped from the bottom of No. 1 
shaft by a 10hp Worthington Simpson 3 throw pump.

When the baths were first introduced most of the miners 
would have not had any proper facility to take a bath, or 
shower, at home. They would have arrived home as they left 
the pit; some may have had a bath tub in the living room, 
some would have just had a strip wash and some may have 
had to just wash themselves down in cold water. It is not 
difficult to understand how welcome the opportunity to leave 
the pit “spic and span” would have been to these miners.

In 1938 the pit head baths were extended and a colliery 
canteen was opened.

A Pithead Baths 

Tally, by which 

time the cost had 

increased to 3d.

Frank Hodges Houses
In 1934 Frank Hodges had approximately forty houses built in Newbold to accommodate both managers 
and members of the colliery workforce; these houses can be seen in School Lane and Ashby Road. All of the 
houses were given individual names and the bricks were supplied from Newbold Brick Company.

Running Water
In 1937 water was laid on to the village and 
Newbold Pipeworks after the colliery waterworks 
had been enlarged and a purifying system installed 
at the reservoir to the east of the colliery. 

Street Lighting
Newbold was one of the first villages to have  
street lighting which was supplied by Frank 
Hodges. There were five lights in total, all of  
which were located in the front gardens of 
properties; two were in School Lane, one at  
“The Close” and two in Ashby Road.

The Newbold &  
District Social Club

This was a bungalow which had a large extension 
built on the back to form a club. The building 
accommodated a bar, cellar, bowling alley, snooker 
tables; darts etc. and became the centre for many 
village activities. Frank Hodges was the President 
of the club.

Map showing Newbold 
Village before the 
building of the Colliery 
Houses in 1934.

Map post 1934  
with the Colliery 

Houses on School Lane 
and Ashby Road. 


